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of the noble life ; a life reflecting such a lustre on
the Service as the highest administrative ability, alone,
could never hope to emulate. Would that its tone and
spirit could animate the official world! The book ought
to be in the hands, and in the heart, of every young
civilian.

T. W. EHYS DAVIDS.

THE JATAKA, TOGETHER WITH ITS COMMENTARY. By V.

FAUSBOLL. 8VO, pp. 600. (London: Kegan Paul & Co.,
1896.)

"We heartily congratulate Professor Fausboll on the com-
pletion in this volume of the admirable edition of the 547
Buddhist Jataka Tales, on which he has spent so many
years of useful and arduous labour. He states in the few
words of preface that he looks upon his edition as a pro-
visional one, and no doubt all our editions of Pali texts
must be provisional. The study of the language, being so
recent in origin, has not been carried far enough to enable
the editor to decide even on which is the best of the readings
preserved in the MSS. he has to work on. And we may
fairly hope, as the years go by, to procure better and older
MSS. But among the Pali texts that have so far appeared
—and the number of volumes now amounts to fifty—this
particular work is not only one of the very best, but from
the nature of its contents is particularly valuable from the
point of view of Pali syntax and lexicography. We are
glad to see that there is to be another volume to contain an
essay—a kind of prolegomena in the form of a post-scriptum
by the editor—and an index of names by his friend Dr. Dines
Andersen. We have had the advantage of seeing advance
proofs of the first sheets of this index, and can announce
that it will be specially full and valuable.

The actual contents of this volume are the last ten stories,
including some of the most famous, such as the Ummagga,
Sama, Yidhura, and Yessantara. Translations from the
Burmese of the second and third of these four have lately
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appeared in our Journal, from the pen of Mr. St. John, and
our readers will recollect that they have much more of the
form of novelettes tban of the usual fable or birth story.
This is still more the case with the remaining ones.
The Pali text of the Ummagga fills 150 of Professor
Fausboll's large pages in the Pali, and an English trans-
lation of it would probably occupy about 400 pages of this
Journal; and the Vessantara is nearly as long.

Meanwhile the Cambridge scheme for translating the
whole work is making promising progress. Two volumes
have already appeared in print, and two others are in
preparation. And it will not be long before we have this
invaluable collection of old-world stories, of all sorts and
sizes, accessible to the European scholar, both in Pali and
in English.

I t will be scarcely necessary now to point out the great
value of this work—not only the oldest, most authentic,
and most complete collection of ancient folklore in the
world, but a veritable mine of information for anyone who
studies the home life, the social customs and institutions,
the daily habits, and common beliefs of the peoples of
India; and for Pali students it is simply indispensable.

LES CASTES DANS L'INDE : LES FAITS ET LE SYSTIIME. Par

EMILE SENART, Membre de l'lnstitut. 12mo, pp. 257.
(Paris: Leroux, 1896.)

D I E SOCIALE GTLIEDERUNG IM NORDOSTLICHEN INDIEN ZU

BUDDHA'S ZEIT. Von Dr. RICHARD FICK. Large 8vo,
pp. 241. (Kiel: Haeseler.)

HINDU CASTES AND SECTS. By JOGENDRA NATH BHATTA-

CHARYA, President of the College of Pandits at Nadiya.
8vo, pp. 623. (Calcutta: Thacker, Spink & Co.,
1896. Price 12 rupees.)

The number of books on Caste in India has been very
large. And this is no wonder. For the institution, or
custom, is not only interesting in itself from various stand-

Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X0002459X
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. INSEAD, on 14 Sep 2018 at 15:58:25, subject to the Cambridge

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X0002459X
https://www.cambridge.org/core

